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Why Not?
|. The Dramatic Interchange: Questions Abound...
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| pleaded with HaShem at that time, saying,

“HaShem, Elokim, You who let Your servant see the first works of Your greatness and Your
mighty hand, You whose powerful deeds no god in heaven or on earth can equal!

Let me, | pray, cross over and see the good land on the other side of the Jordan, that good hill
country, and the Lebanon.”

But HaShem was wrathful with me on your account and would not listen to me. HaShem said to
me, “Enough! Never speak to Me of this matter again!

Go up to the summit of Pisgah and gaze about, to the west, the north, the south, and the east.
Look at it well, for you shall not go across yonder Jordan.

Give Joshua his instructions, and imbue him with strength and courage, for he shall go across at
the head of this people, and he shall allot to them the land that you may only see.”

Il. Review of Views on Sin at Mei Meriva
e Rashi- classical approach enhanced
e Rashbam-the higher you rise
e Sforno-not all miracles are alike
e Rambam-anger
e Ramban-taking credit

lll. Is God Bound by His Own Word?
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Chizkuni: A Divine Oath at Mei Meriva
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Tosafists: Who can the ultimate authority turn to?

IV: How Can Moshe Shift the Blame?
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Because of you HaShem was incensed with me too, and He said: You shall not enter it either.
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Abravanel: Moshe’s fate sealed with the sin of the spies ...
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Sforno: The journey can’t be abridged...

An earlier example...A false start at Yaakov’s deathbed...
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And Yaakov called his sons and said, “Come together that | may tell you what is to befall you in
days to come.
Assemble and hearken, O sons of Yaakov; Hearken to Israel your father:
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Malbim: A rolling verdict-with multiple chances

V. Changing Time; Changing Leadership
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(1) And the entire assembly of the Children of Israel journeyed from the Wilderness of Sin and
they encamped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink.

(2) And the people quarreled with Moshe. “Give us water to drink,” they said; and Moshe
replied to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you try HaShem?”
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(3) And the people thirsted there for water; and the people grumbled against Moshe and said,
“Why did you bring us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”

(4) And Moshe cried out to HaShem, saying, “What shall | do with this people? Before long they
will be stoning me!”

(5) And HaShem said to Moshe, “Pass before the people; take with you some of the elders of
Israel, and take along the rod with which you struck the Nile, and set out.

(6) Behold! | will be standing there before you on the rock at Chorev. Strike the rock and water
will issue from it, and the people will drink.” And Moshe did so in the sight of the elders of
Israel.

(7) And the place was named Massah U’Meriva, because the Israelites quarreled and because
they tried HaShem, saying, “Is HaShem present among us or not?

VI. Incognito?

Mechilta

Moshe Argues:
Master of the universe, when you initially decreed my fate you stated: “Therefore you shall not
bring this congregation to the land...”’* Since | cannot bring the people into the land as a king,
please allow me to enter with them, as a commoner.

God responds:

A king may not enter (the land) as a commoner.?
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Abravanel: Building on the Mechilta’s conversation...

VIIl. Does God Really Say “No?”
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1 Ibid 20:12
2 Mechila D’bei Rebbi Yishmael B’shalach 2
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